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enabled to inform myself minutely of all the facts
bearing upon it. I am convinced that I should fall
short of my plain duty toward the unfortunate sovereign
whom I served for so many years and whose good quali-
ties, as well as whose weaknesses, I recognize, if I did
not contribute my testimony to a discussion that
has been unduly confused by polemics. But, in giving
considerable space to this incident, my object will not
be solely to endeavour to re-establish the real facts ;
the affair of the secret treaty illumines, in a peculiarly
clear and striking manner, the entire international
situation as I found it when I took up my new functions,
I myself was obliged from the beginning to take its
consequences into account, and my recital would be
incomplete, and even almost incomprehensible, if I
should not enter into the details of this affair at the
start,
The international situation, in the ?pring of 1905,
presented an aspect that was peculiarly complex and
even threatening. The unfortunate war with Japan
had not only resulted in the enfeeblement of Russia,
but had shaken the whole edifice of European politics.
This political system, for a long period, had been based
upon an equilibrium of forces, notoriously unstable:
a dual alliance between Russia and France, counter-
balanced by the triple alliance between Germany,
Austria-Hungary and Italy. The immediate and natural
effect of the enfeebling of Russia by the war, and, more
still, by the revolutionary movement provoked by
her military defeats, had affected dangerously the dual
alliance. It was realized in Paris, as well as in London,
that the balance of power could not be re-established
unless England should renounce her traditional policy
of " splendid isolation " and develop a very much closer